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Spectators*, wherein lie feigns to have dropped his paper of notanda, consisting of a diverting medley of broken sentences and loose hints, which he tells us he had collected, and meant to make use of. Much of the same kind is Johnson's Adversaria*.' But the truth is, that there is no resemblance at all between them. Addison's note was a fiction, in which unconnected fragments of his lucubrations were purposely jumbled together, in as odd a manner as he could, in order to produce a laughable effect. Whereas Johnson's abbreviations are all distinct, and applicable to each subject of which the head is mentioned. For instance, there is the following specimen:
Yottth's Entry, &c.
' Baxter's account of things in which he had changed his mind as he grew up. Voluminous.—^No wonder.—If every man was to tell, or mark, on how many subjects he has changed, it would make vols. but the changes not always observed by man's self.— From pleasure to bus. [business] to quiet; from thoughtfulness to reflect, to piety; from dissipation to domestic, by impercept. gradat. but the change is certain. Dial3 non progredi, progress, esse conspicimns. Look back, consider what was thought at some dist. period.
'Hope predom. in youth. ' Mind not willingly indulges un-f leasing thoughts. The world lies all enameled before him, as a distant prospect sun-gilt4; inequalities only found by coming to it. Love is to be all joy—children excellent—Fame to be constant—caresses of the great—applauses of the learned—smiles of Beauty.
' Fear of disgrace—bashfulness—Finds things of less importance. Miscarriages forgot like excellencies ;—if remembered, of no import. Danger of sinking into negligence of reputation. Lest the fear of disgrace destroy activity.
' Confidence in himself. Long tract of life before him.—No thought of sickness.—Embarrassment of affairs.—Distraction of
1  No. 46.                                           it is gone.' GJanville, quoted in John-
2  Hawkins's Life of Johnson, p.     son's Dictionary.
268 [p. 265].    BOSWELL.                          4 This most beautiful image of the
3  ' The   sly shadow  steals   away     enchanting delusion of youthful pros-upon the dial, and the quickest eye     pect has not been  used  in  any of can distinguish no more than that     Johnson's essays.   BOSWELL.
family. with diligence.'    Johnson's  Works,
